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Parish Council and Residents Comments in Planning Applications
The Parish Council does not in itself have the authority to determine if planning applications are approved or refused.
Planning decisions are either made by the ERYC planning officers under delegated authority from the ERYC members or

are made by elected ERYC councillors on the Council's planning committees. In general, more “important” or higher pro-
file applications are determined by the planning committees rather than by planning officers.

Although the Parish Council does not determine planning applications, it is consulted about all planning applications by the
ERYC planning department and the Parish Council can “object” to, “support” or simply “comment” on planning applica-
tions.

The degree of influence of the Parish Council in ERYC planning decisions varies depending on several circumstances. In
the case of planning application for housing on land which has already been allocated for housing development within the
ERYC Local Plan, such as for the parcel of land off Canada Drive which was recently approved, the Governments plan-
ning policies mean that the views of the Parish Council carry little weight with ERYC when planning decisions are made.
On the other hand, the Parish Council can be expected to have more influence in planning applications such as the pro-
posed development in this case, where land is NOT allocated within the Local Plan as potential development land, and
because the land has therefore not already been “ear marked” for development.

Residents are also free to write or to email ERYC to comment, support or object to planning applications. The level of
influence that residents’ objections or support for a planning application have in the decision-making process again varies
depending on the circumstances of each application. Letters of support or objection can only be expected to carry weight
when they address specific “planning” reasons for objection or support.




